The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, July 19, 2017 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, July 19, 2017
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2017_jul
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2017 VOL. 109, NO. 34  ●  SINCE 1908
dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Greek Village and Student 
Ticketing are among areas 
now under new leadership 
with the int roduct ion of 
USC alumna Anna Edwards 
to her new posit ion with 
Student Life.
At the beginning of this 
week, Edwards stepped into 
the role of interim associate 
vice president of student life 
for USC’s Department of 
Student Life, replacing long-
t ime administ rator Jerr y 
Brewer. The new role, which 
began w it h her work ing 
as Brewer’s assistant, is a 
culmination of 12 years of 
work Edwards has dedicated 
to her department.
E d w a r d s  s t u d i e d  a t 
Clemson University as an 
undergrad before receiving 
two postgraduate degrees, 
including a doctorate in 
educational administration, 
from USC. After working as 
a consultant for her sorority, 
Kappa Kappa Gamma, she 
joined Student Life as the 
assistant to the associate vice 
president for student affairs 
in 2005.
“Even t hough I  never 
planned to stay here, I think 
you’ll f ind that with other 
administ rators who have 
been in a place for a while, 
the opportunit ies present 
t he m s e l ve s ,  a nd  p l ac e s 
become home,” Edwards 
said. “And this has defi nitely 
become my home.”
Under her new role as 
assoc iate v ice president , 
Edwards wi l l  oversee a l l 
operations of Department 
of Student Life. She now 
super v ises Mult icu lt ura l 
Student A f fa irs,  Campus 
Recreation, Russell House 
and Student Government, in 
addition to the programs she 
Recent USC graduates 
D e ’A i r a  B r y a n t  a n d 
B l a k e l e y  H o f f m a n 
have been awarded the 
prestigious GEM National 
Consortium fellowship.
The GEM (Graduate 
Education for Minorities) 
program faci l itates the 
p u r s u i t  o f  g r a d u a t e 
education in science and 
engineering for students 
from underrepresented 
c o m m u n i t i e s  b y 
providing full tuition, 
fees and an annual stipend 
provided by sponsoring 
GE M u n iver s it ie s  a nd 
employers.
Bryant graduated from 
USC w it h a  deg ree in 
computer science and a 
minor in mathematics. As 
a sophomore, she began 
using a NAO humanoid 
Gamecocks everywhere 
are mourning the weekend 
passing of William “Hootie” 
Joh n son ,  a  de ter m i ned 
businessman and dedicated 
sponsor of the University of 
South Carolina.
Johnson died of congestive 
heart failure Friday at the 
age of 86. Sports fans will 
remember him as chairman 
of Augusta (Ga.) National 
Golf Club, site of the annual 
Masters Tournament. But to 
Gamecock Nation, Johnson 
is remembered as one of the 
university’s most prominent 
a lu m n i  i n  t he  world  of 
business and politics, both 
state and national.
A  Greenwood nat ive , 
Joh n son  at t ended  USC 
on a football scholarship 
a n d  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration in 1953. He led 
the Bankers Trust of South 
Carolina for 21 years through 
its 1986 merger with North 
Carolina National Bank of 
Charlotte, the fi rst interstate 
merger of its kind in South 
Carolina, according to the 
Moore School.
At one time or another, 
Johnson served on the boards 
of directors of A lltel and 
Duke Energy and served as 
fi nancial chairman for three 
South Carolina governors, 
two United States senators 
and former President George 
H.W. Bush.
Johnson is arguably most 
famous for his eight years 
as  cha i rman of Aug usta 
Nat ional, part icularly an 
incident just prior to the 2002 
Masters. That year, Martha 
Burk of the National Council 
of Women’s Organizations 
What are likely to be some 
of USC’s most well-seasoned 
f re sh men ca me toget her 
Tuesday night as members of 
Pillars for Carolina gathered at 
Spirit Communications Park 
for their program’s opening 
ceremony.
Pil lars for Carolina was 
founded in 2011 to give future 
Gamecocks a head start on 
their campus exper ience. 
The organizat ion holds a 
f ive-day program in which 
st udents stay on campus, 
perform community service 
and acclimate themselves to 
the university atmosphere. 
Reflecting the popularity of 
its program, the organization’s 
m e m b e r s h ip  h a s  g r o w n 
significantly over time. The 
2011 group photo displayed 
on the organization’s website 
shows  on ly  a  few doz en 
students; the 2015 photo shows 
well over 100.
Lisa Falta / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Pillars for Carolina’s fi ve-day program got underway Tuesday night at Spirit Communications Park.
Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO
Pillars for Carolina rings in 
seventh year with Class of ‘21
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De’Aira Bryant (left) and Blakeley Hoffman are now interning 











Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Hootie Johnson (right), then chairman of Augusta National Golf 





Edwards relishes new 
position in Student Life
Adam Orfi nger / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Interim associate vice president of student life Anna Edwards has worked with USC since 2005.
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demanded that Johnson discontinue the 
club’s policy of refusing membership to 
women. Johnson argued that, as a private 
club, Augusta National maintained the 
right to exclusively admit male members.
“There may well come a day when 
women will be invited to join our 
membership,” said Johnson at the time. 
“But that timetable will be ours and not 
at the point of a bayonet.”
Augusta National changed its policy 
and extended membership to former 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
and Lake City-based financier Darla 
Moore in 2012, six years after Johnson 
was succeeded as chairman.
In remembering Johnson, USC 
President Harris Pastides described 
Johnson’s status as an ardent supporter 
of all things Carolina.
“We were saddened to learn about 
the passing of W.W. Hootie Johnson, 
a much loved member of the Carolina 
family,” Pastides said. “An enthusiastic 
Gamecock fan, he had a great love for 
his alma mater and was a generous 
benefactor. His legacy will live on 
through the use of the beautiful W.W. 
Hootie [ Johnson] Performance Hall 
located in the Darla Moore School of 
Business.”
Opened with the rest of the new 
Moore School building in 2014, the 
Johnson Performance Hall seats 500 
students.
“The contribution Hootie Johnson 
made to the school is immense by any 
measure,” said Peter Brews, Dean of the 
Moore School. “Few individuals have 
made a more substantial contribution to 
our school than Hootie Johnson.”
Aside from his undergraduate degree, 
Johnson received three honorary 
doctorates in his lifetime from USC, the 
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The State reported 
Tuesday that project 
m a n a g e r  B l a k e 
L a n g l a n d  o f  t h e 
U S C  C o l l e g e  o f 
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d 
C o m p u t i n g  w a s 
indicted on fi ve counts 
s t e m m i n g  f r o m  a 
p u b l i c  c o r r u p t io n 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y 
t he  S .C .  A t tor ne y 
G e n e r a l ’s  O f f i c e . 
A c c ord i n g  t o  T he 
State, the indictment 
w a s  h a n d e d  d o w n 
last  mont h but  not 
a n n o u n c e d  u n t i l 
Tuesday. 
U S C  a s s o c i a t e 
d i rec tor  for  publ ic 
relations Jeff Stensland 
conf i rmed Tuesday 
t hat  La ngla nd had 
been suspended from 
the university without 
pay. “The university 
has cooperated fully 
w it h  t he  A t tor ne y 
G e n e r a l  O f f i c e ’ s 
invest igat ion of this 
mat ter,”  Stens l a nd 
said. “Mr. Langland 
has been employed 
a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
since 2004, where he 
has served in a non-
faculty research staff 
position.”
—Compiled by Mike 
Woodel
“I thought 
it was going 
to hit the 
Jumbotron, to 
be honest.”
- Boston Red Sox pitcher David Price on 
an Aaron Judge f ly ball caught by former 
Gamecock Jackie Bradley Jr. on Sunday
Senate Majority Whip Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 
said Monday that the Senate will go forward with its 
effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act, regardless 
of whether a replacement bill is available. 
“I regret that the effort to repeal and immediately 
replace the failures of Obamacare will not be 
successful,” McConnell said Tuesday. “That doesn’t 
mean we should give up. We will now try a different 
way to bring the American  people relief from 
Obamacare — I think we owe them at least that 
much.” In the same statement, McConnell proposed 
a two-year transition period to occur between repeal 
of the ACA and its replacement by a new bill. 
Support for the Senate’s Better Care Reconciliation 
Act collapsed Monday when Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) 
and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) became the third and 
fourth Republican Senators to oppose the bill.
—Compiled by Mike Woodel
College of Engineering 
and Computing 
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Only a few years ago, third-year psychology 
student Chase Rathfoot might not have 
entered Pillars under her own power. Now, 
as student co-director for the program, she 
hopes to give back to students what she got 
from it.
A native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Rathfoot 
did not know anyone on campus when she fi rst 
arrived in Columbia. She was skeptical when 
her parents signed her up, but quickly warmed 
to the program. She said she still keeps in 
touch with her mentors, even those who have 
graduated. 
“We do a lot of personal growth and 
leadership training,” Rathfoot said. “We really 
encourage our students to refl ect on what it is 
that they’re doing at the university and as part 
of themselves and really grow as not just a 
person, but as a University of South Carolina 
student.”
Activit ies planned through the end of 
this week include an on-campus version of 
the CBS reality game show “The Amazing 
Race,” community service projects around 
Columbia and athletic competition they call 
the Olympics. 
Rathfoot encourages students who are 
skeptical of joining Pillars to try something 
new. In the process, she said, they might be 
pleasantly surprised.
“By the end of the week, we’ve had people 
99 percent of people say that they feel more 
prepared to attend college,” Rathfoot said. “I 
don’t see a downside to ever coming to kind of 
an extended orientation.”
Before dinner was served students chatted 
among themselves and with group mentors as 
Pillars director of operations Patrick Binette, 
a fourth-year fi nance student, shuffl ed from 
table to table.
“It’s my passion to be working with sports 
in some capacity as well as the setting up, the 
establishment [or] development of events,” 
Binette said as student body president Ross 
Lordo, a Pillars alumnus himself, walked into 
the room. “So this has been a really good 
experience for me and seeing it all come to 
fruition the last two weeks has been very 
awesome.”
Binette was signed up for the program as 
an incoming freshman by his mother, a USC 
employee. He quickly “fell in love” and later 
became a mentor for the program before 
taking over as director of operations this 
summer.
“There’s no better way to start off,” Binette 
said. “You learn the values and you are able to 
withhold them and set other Carolinians to 
the same standards and really become a leader 
on campus.”
PILLARSPAGE1
robot to work with children as a mathematics 
tutor. It was through this project that she 
learned she enjoyed educating children on 
mathematics and computer science.
Her junior year, she wanted to focus on 
minority students and the many schools in 
South Carolina that do not offer any type of 
computer science in their curriculum. Bryant 
received a Magellan Scholarship to develop 
a game that taught students about computer 
science through robotics and hip-hop.
In this game, students would watch a lesson 
on computer science and then answer a few 
quest ions. For each quest ion the children 
answered correctly, they would unlock a popular 
dance move such as the Dab or the Milly Rock. 
At the end of the game, the students could use 
what they learned about computer science to 
place the moves into whatever sequence they 
wanted to make the robot do a consecutive 
dance.
Hoffman graduated from the Honors College 
at USC with a degree in Computer Science and 
Mathematics. She began her research in the 
Assistive Robotics and Technology lab where 
she was also working with the NAO humanoid 
robot.
Hof f m a n  pa r t ic ipated  i n  a  Re sea rch 
Experience for Undergraduates (REU) at 
Washington University in St. Louis where 
she designed an algorithm to maximize social 
welfare among agents. In this project, she 
wanted to fi nd the most effi cient way to organize 
resources so that all parties, whether that was 
animals, people or machines, would receive what 
they needed while not overusing a resource.
Last  summer,  Hof f man worked at  UC 
Berkeley where she worked on designing 
machine learning algorithms for autonomous 
vehicles to see if the cars could infer the actions 
of other drivers on the road.
Currently, both Bryant and Hoffman are 
completing the internship component of the 
GEM fellowship at Adobe Systems Incorporated.
Bryant is working on a project targeting 
competition versus collaboration among young 
people and what motivates them to pursue a 
competitive competition as opposed to a more 
collaborative effort. She is doing this by creating 
a game similar to her Magellan project at USC.
Hoffman is designing a convolutional neural 
network to solve a masking problem in Adobe 
Photoshop. This is a type of machine learning 
that would help to apply graphics to a specifi c 
region of an image.
In the fall, Bryant will begin her pursuit of 
a doctorate in computer science at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.Hoffman plans to attend 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to 
receive her master’s degree in media arts and 
sciences.
FELLOWSPAGE1
oversaw as Director of 
Student Services, which 
included Fraternity and 
Sorority Life, Student 
Ticketing, Off-Campus 
S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s 
a n d  t h e  S u b s t a n c e 
Abuse Prevention and 
Education program. 
Brewer ’s  new role 
will have him directing 
fundraising efforts and 
capital projects for new 
student l ife facil it ies, 
a nd  ident i f y i ng  t he 
n e e d s  o f  e x i s t i n g 
facilities. According to 
Edwards, he will be out 
of day-to-day operations 
of the department, but 
the two will still work 
closely together.
“He’s  a  mentor  of 
mine and somebody that 
I go to for advice, I go to 
for ideas and, you know, 
sometimes just to share 
thoughts and get some 
historical perspect ive 
because I ’ve learned 
a great deal from him 
du r i ng  my 12  yea r s 
here,” Edwards said.
Having served under 
Brewer during Brewer’s 
t ime as associate vice 
president, student body 
president Ross Lordo 
sa id he is  exc ited to 
see Brewer take on a 
new challenge for the 
department.
“I think it is exciting 
for both Jerry and the 
university to offer the 
university a chance to 
use Jerry’s sk il ls in a 
whole new way,” Lordo 
s a i d  M o n d a y.  “ I ’m 
excited about the future 
t hat  Dr.  Edwards  i s 
going to take, not only 
adv ising t he st udent 
gover n ment  but  for 
the entire Student Life 
department.”
I n t he shor t-term, 
E d w a r d s  s a i d  h e r 
department needs to re-
establish its purpose and 
help staf f understand 
their purpose in the 
lives of students.
“That’s a process,” 
Edwards said. “That’s 
not  somet h i ng  t h at 
happens overnight.”
But one idea Edwards 
has brought to her new 
position could help the 
department immensely 
in the years. Beginning 
this fall, Edwards plans 
to meet monthly with 
m e m b e r s  o f  U S C ’s 
H a l l  o f  L e ade r s  t o 
maintain an idea of the 
con s t a nt ly- evolv i ng 
s t a t e  o f  on- c a mpu s 
affairs.
“I ’m rea l ly excited 
about this opportunity 
a nd  wou ld  welcome 
feedback from students 
or an opportunit y to 
lea r n f rom st udent s 
about their experience 
h e r e  a n d  t h e i r 
experience within the 
department and how we 
can make it the best we 
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C o l u m b i a  n a t i v e  a n d  U S C 
alumni Chaz Bundick, a.k.a popular 
alternative musician Toro y Moi, 
has slowly morphed from being a 
young artist of maddening substance 
variation into an elder statesman of 
a genre of music he helped pioneer. 
Even though he and most other 
artists responsible for the rise of 
“chil lwave” distance themselves 
from that label, Toro y Moi has 
nevertheless mastered the art of 
creating pulsing beats that seem to 
come at you fl awlessly like a fl eet of 
headlights.
His latest album “Boo Boo” has 
him up front, producing his own 
tracks at his highest level yet. Gone 
are his catchy singles. He has turned 
towards more melancholy territory. 
The opening track “Mirage” gets 
dow n to an ef for t less ly  f u nk y 
confessional. The walls of sounds 
Bundick delicately creates is the 
album’s most impressive feature. 
A lway s  a  con s u m m ate  s i nger 
especially on “Boo Boo,” Bundick’s 
vocals attack himself and what he 
has done to cause this much absence 
inside of him.
A s  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y , 
what stands out on “Boo Boo” is 
Bundick’s production maturity. His 
songs “Pavement” and “Don’t Try” 
are very reminiscent of Vangelis’ 
haunting score from “Blade Runner.” 
The winding synth leads to tense 
resolutions to great effect. But this 
new skill and mindset can still create 
the familiar, with lead single “Girl 
Like You” being the reminder of 
how Bundick makes the basic ideas 
bloom a  bit fuller. For the fi fth exhibit in the Diverse 
Voices Gallery, USC’s McKissick 
Museum is br inging a sl ice of 
Louisiana to South Carolina for the 
upcoming year long installation of 
“WELL SUITED: The Costumes 
of Alonzo V. Wilson for HBO’s 
Treme.”
 Earlier this year, the Columbia 
Museum of Art brought “CUT! 
Costume and the Cinema,” as a 
featured exhibit. This traveling 
exhibit featured the theatr ical 
s t y l i n g s  o f  f a mou s  c o s t u me 
designers from stage and screen to 
Columbia. 
The McK iss ick Museum on 
campus at USC is continuing with 
this costume theme with their latest 
installment, “WELL SUITED,” a 
traveling exhibit that includes nine 
hand-crafted Mardi Gras Indian 
suits from the popular HBO show, 
“Treme.”
“Treme” is  a  ser ies  set  in a 
post-Katrina New Orleans, when 
residents are slowly beginning 
to return to their homes. At this 
time, many are faced with housing 
displacement due to the limited 
availability of temporary storm 
housing opt ions.  The ex h ibit 
focuses on individuals and families 
attempting to rebuild their lives and 
homes in Treme, America’s oldest 
African-American neighborhood, 
and an inf luential place of music 
and art.
O ne  f ace t  of  Treme i s  t he 
historically preserved traditions 
of the Mardi Gras Indians. The 
Mardi Gras Indians consist of 
African Americans living in the 
inner city of New Orleans. Many 
of these individuals felt as if they 
couldn’t participate in traditional 
Mardi Gras celebrat ions due to 
segregation.  Eventually, members 
o f  t he  c o m mu n it y  b eg a n  t o 
create their own individual way 
of celebrat ing the holiday. It is 
thought that their name and culture 
is in part a tribute to the Native 
American societies that helped black 
individuals escape slavery in the 
1800s. To this day, every year the 
Mardi Gras Indians create highly 
elaborate suits to wear during their 
parade and celebrations.
TDG: You have been on the air 
for 28 years. Why did you decide to 
continue your show for so long, and 
how long do you plan to continue?
CD: I don’t know that it’s an active 
decision, it’s just one of those things 
that one thing led to another. I try to 
do an educat ional, informat ive and 
entertaining show. So I always do a lot of 
research on artists outside — you know, 
when I’m prepping the show. I don’t just 
walk in and pull records and play them. 
I always try to make some type of a 
theme, and in so doing, I’ve learned a lot 
more in depth about the blues, and that 
led me to teach at the university. I taught 
the fi rst blues course there, and taught 
about four or fi ve originally researched 
courses, people had tons of books, and 
what I had researched on my own. I 
wrote a book called “South Carolina 
Blues” because I noticed nobody had one 
when I taught music of the Carolinas. 
And North Carolina has a lot of music 
books, but South Carolina didn’t about 
blues, so it has always remained fresh 
if that makes sense. It’s always been 
fabulous, it’s not like I keep walking the 
same circular path, like this is a year, 
and I’ve done it twenty-eight times, it’s 
like the path is going one direction, 
and each time I keep walking, I get to 
find fabulous things that are fabulous 
and compelling to do along with it. So 
it really has had a wonderful offering 
of being able to teach. I had been an 
administrator for many years, but it was 
really great to get in the classroom and 
interact very closely with students on a 
daily basis and I loved that part of it, and 
then it allowed me to write this book. 
“South Carolina Blues” has opened the 
doors to speaking tours and being able 
to go on speaking engagements and 
presentations around, at this point, the 
state, because my time is limited, but I’m 
hoping that at some point I’ll be able to 
take that and maybe even take a blues 
man or two and go over to Europe and 
have some interesting, fun, educational 
g ig. You know — people say “How 
have you done it for so long?” One step 
after the other and it just leads to new, 
wonderful, horizons.    
TDG: So how would you say your 
show has evolved throughout the 
years?
CD: I don’t know that it has. I hope 
the more I learn, the better the show 
gets, but that could just be a hope, I 
don’t know. 
With Clair DeLune
Clair DeLune is an editor, author, USC alumna and DJ and host of “Blues Moon 
Radio” on WUSC. “Blues Moon Radio” has been on the air since 1990, and is the 
station’s longest-running show The Daily Gamecock sat down with DeLune to talk 
about her inspirations, the long-standing radio show and of course, blues music. 
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Courtesy of Paul Schiraldi
Clark Peters wearing a traditional Mardi Gras suit in the pilot of HBO’s “Treme.”
McKissick costume 
exhibit soon to open
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I don’t know that it 
necessarily has to evolve 
because  it ’s  a  root s 
music product, so how 
much can you evolve? 
T hat ’s  somet h i ng  I 
was doing more often 
ye a r s  ag o ,  keep i n g 
the blues “alive,” and 
t here  a re  70  show s 
out  t here  now t hat 
are focused on doing 
that. My show delves 
d e e p e r  a nd  d e e p e r 
i nt o  t he  h i s t o r i c a l 
ob s c u r i t ie s .  T h at ’s 
what I do differently, 
s o  I  g u e s s  i t  h a s 
evolved less into being 
about the current and 
contemporary art ists 
who I’m huge fans of, 
support, you know, “ra 
ra” cheerleader, “go go 
go,” but they aren’t my 
focus as far as keeping 
up with what they’re 
doing. It’s almost like 
drinking from the fire 
hydrant to try to keep 
up with contemporary 
blues.
TDG: W ho is an 
artist you just can’t 
get enough of?
CD: The one artist 
that I fi nd I just love the 
most is Howlin’ Wolf, 
he’s an early favorite, 
and has just never been 
shaken off. I just love 
his voice, it’s like velvet 
over gravel.
TDG: Wow, what a 
description. Have you 
ever had anyone on 
the show who was just 
your favorite?  
C D :  O h  m y 
goodness, you know, 
I’ve had so many great 
i nt e r v ie w s ,  l i v e  o r 
via phone interviews. 
Hard-pressed to pick a 
favorite but I will say 
early, early, early on 
back in the days when 
ver y few people had 
computers, and they 
had this little thing — I 
was a computer dweeb 
and webmaster and I 
had this program that 
was a phone book of 
the United States on 
computer.  A  son of 
mine would sit around, 
and we just thought it 
was incredibly neat to 
have the capacit y to 
call someone and leave 
a  me s sage  on  t he i r 
a n s wer i ng  m ach i ne 
what they had meant to 
us in terms of music. 
We d idn’t  feel  it  a s 
intrusive, this was long 
before stalk ing stuf f 
came around and so we 
just thought we were 
cheering them up and 
so we would call, and 
somet imes we would 
get these wonder f u l 
people … I would never 
do it now, but back in 
the day I happened to 
call Hubert Sumlin in 
Detroit — I think he 
was in Detroit — and 
he was Howlin’ Wolf’s 
guitar player, back in 
the day.  I was beside 
myself I was so excited. 
He agreed to do an 
interv iew, so I guess 
t hat  was  rea l ly  one 
that gave me chills and 
Henry Gray who was 
Howlin’ Wolf ’s piano 
player, I got to talk with 
him, actually in person, 
he even patted my knee 
and told me I was lovely. 
TDG: W hat does 
your l i fe look l ike 
outside of being just 
a DJ?
CD: What does my 
life look like? Like what 
do I do, how do I spend 
my time?
TDG: Yes.
CD: Wel l  t hat ’s  a 
f u n quest ion.  Wel l , 
I’m a writer, like I said, 
I ’ve been in four or 
five books, and I have 
“South Carolina Blues” 
as my own book, so I do 
a lot with that, I do a 
lot of writing, I do a lot 
of magazine writing. I 
don’t just do blues, I do 
a lot of lifestyle writing, 
and I sometimes teach, 
I’ve been a journalist 
a  g reat  de a l  o f  my 
l ife, and I have a PR 
business, that I operate 
about half t ime, it’s a 
very small boutique PR 
business and I specialize 
in social media clients. 
For fun, not that all of 
that isn’t fun because 
it is and I get to choose 
what I do because I’ve 
already worked my hard 
time 30 years to get — 
I’m retired technically, 
but who the hell wants 
to retire, I’m still young 
… I train horses and I 
am in pet rescue and 
I just love animals. I 
have all the animals you 
can have. I have horse, 
dog, cats — don’t have 
any rats, although my 
cats try to supply me 
with some. But yeah, 
that’s what I do, and 
I spend a lot of t ime 
with musicians. So they 
keep me entertained, so 
that’s kind of my life, 
I like to- oh you know 
what I really like doing? 
I ’m a photographer, 
and for some reason, 
I  l o v e  v e r n a c u l a r 
photog raphy,  a nd  I 
ju s t  go  a rou nd a nd 
photog raph v i nt age 
items. I don’t know why 
it’s become a little bit of 
a thing. I think I might 
write a book about it, I 
don’t know. There’s an 
old blues song “If Walls 
Could Talk.” If vintage 
items could talk, what 
would their story be?
D e L u n e ’ s  s h o w  i s 
on every Tuesday night 
from 6 to 8 p.m on 90.5 
FM and is available to 
be streamed online. Each 
week  the  t ra ck l i s t  i s 
listed on DeLune’s blog, 
bluesmoonradio.blogspot.
com. 
Throughout the album, 
Bundick creates one of his 
most consistent art ist ic 
s t atement s  of  h is  long 
career. No longer an up and 
coming star, it makes sense 
for someone who originally 
started out making music 
by himself on his laptop 
to be overwhelmed by all 
this attention. In helping 
ushering the “chillwave” 
movement, a new genre 
could be explored, but 
t h e  p a t h  t o  n a v i g a t e 
it  a s  a  career was st i l l 
unknown. For better or for 
worse, Bundick has taken 
everything he’s done in 
stride in order to pull off a 
lasting impression.
Bundick st r ikes each 
song w it h  h i s  d rea my 
effects that call upon the 
perfect ideas to get around 
y ou r  he ad :  lo s t  l o v e , 
confronting your own ego 
and the beauty of summer. 
Multiple listens to “Boo 
B o o”  g i ve s  you  l i t t le 
nuggets that hooks you on 
to it for future enjoyment. 
This subtlety shows great 
professiona l ism, but it 
shows a changed Bundick. 
His songs seem to wander 
in the distance and trail 
off. The stronger songs in 
his previous albums like 
“A ny t h i ng i n  Ret u r n” 
a nd  “ Under ne at h  t he 
Pine” are not to be found 
on “Boo Boo.” It’s good 
to see Bundick changing 
his dynamic. But when 
you close out your album 
wit h t he seven minute 
song, “W.I.W.W.T.W” and 
the only wake up call the 
listener has is when the 
album comes to an end, it 
can be disappointing. 
No matter what Bundick 
comes up with next and 
how new or famil iar it 
may be ,  it  w i l l  be t he 
byproduct of his journey to 
unexpected stardom, and I 
will be excited to hear him 
out.
Lau ra Green,  t he Folk l i fe  and 
Tradit ional Arts Program Director 
at McKissick Museum, emphasized 
the rich cultural history of the Mardi 
Gras Indians when she discussed why 
the exhibit was brought to the USC 
campus.
“The show really explores issues 
of  env ironmenta l  rac ism and t he 
gentrif icat ion of the cit y, and the 
terrible crime that was happening,” 
Green said. “The fl ipside of that was the 
people’s resilience and the importance 
of the culture, and how the culture 
almost became a way to overcome 
adversity,” she continued.
Alonzo V. Wilson designed the suits 
for the fi rst three seasons of “Treme.” 
During the fi rst season, Wilson worked 
closely with members of the Mardi 
Gras Indian community to create suits 
that were as authentic as possible.
“I’m a folk lorist , and it ’s pret t y 
similar to being an anthropologist. We 
do ethnography and work closely with 
communities, and hope to have a pretty 
strong sense of ethics when working 
with cultural communities, and I was 
pretty impressed by the extent to which 
the producers and everybody worked 
closely with the community to try and 
get it right,” Green said.
The exhibit will feature nine of his 
creations as well as interviews from cast 
members, design sketches, clips of the 
series and behind the scenes images.
“They’re not just beautiful, they’re 
spectacular, they’re unbelievable in 
terms of their workmanship and design, 
but they are also very meaningful,” 
Green said, referring to the detailed 
suits.
The exhibit will be on display on 
Aug. 1, with an opening reception and 
discussion with Wilson, the designer, 
for museum members, and a general 
public reception immediately following. 
Entrance to the museum is free for 
students and can be accessed weekdays 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
“Our mission at McKissick Museum 
is telling the story of the American 
South,” Green said. “We saw this 
exhibit as a way to explore some of 
these issues of cultural hybridit y, 
people borrowing other’s traditions, 
adornment and identity.”
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Game of Thrones 
Students react
Who will 100% die this season? How 
will they go out?
-Brienne in an epic battle 
with white walkers
-Honestly no idea. Maybe 
Euron?
-Cersei, killed by Jaime
-Totally Cersei...in some 
awful way
-Beric Dondarrion (For 
good this time)
-Jamie, killed by Cersei
-Ed Sheeran, killed by an 
angry mob made up of the 
general populace
-Cersei, by Arya wearing 
Jamie’s face
Who should rule 
the 7 kingdoms?
Dany & Jon 
together
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Ja ke  Bent ley  i s  t he  su re f i re  s t a r t i ng 
quarterback at South Carolina, but 12 months 
ago, he was supposed to redshirt in 2016.
Even in October, when the Gamecocks headed 
into the bye week at 2-4, many people weren’t on 
board with starting a true freshman quarterback 
who was supposed to be a high school senior. 
However, they didn’t see the Sunday night 
practices that head coach Will Muschamp saw. 
After each Saturday game, Muschamp focuses 
the Sunday night practice on the younger guys, 
the ones who didn’t play much the day before, 
while the starters stay off the field. Bentley 
stood out through the early part of the season.
Much of the focus in Hoover 
Thursday was on the offense (no 
Gamecock defenders were in 
attendance), which is expected to 
be the team’s bread and butter. 
That puts defensive guru Will 
Muschamp in unchartered waters. 
A staple of Muschamp’s teams has 
been a stellar defense, generally 
paired with a mediocre offense. 
We could see the exact opposite 
in 2017 from the Gamecocks. 
The media voted for South 
Carolina to finish fourth in the 
SEC East this season, despite 
receiving two more first-place 
votes (f ive) than Tennessee 
(three), who was predicted to 
f inish third. The Gamecocks 
were predicted to fi nish last in the 
division in 2016 but fi nished fi fth, 
as these projections are often a 
bit off. Nonetheless, they create 
expectations, and South Carolina 
is expected to take another step 
forward this season.
That’s almost entirely because 
of the offense, which quarterback 
South Carolina released its preseason 
football practice schedule Tuesday, and the 
Gamecocks will take the fi eld for the fi rst 
time on July 31.
Before that fi rst practice, the team will 
hold its own “Media Day” on July 30, where 
Will Muschamp will take questions for the 
fi rst time since SEC Media Days. Players 
will offi cially report on that same day.
Fans will get a look at the team during an 
open practice on Aug. 21, which is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. The annual Colonial Life Fan 
Appreciation Day will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Aug. 19 at Colonial Life Arena.
After a successful stint in the 
Las Vegas Summer League, 
former Gamecock Sindarius 
Thornwel l got to check of f 
another milestone Tuesday: get 
introduced as an NBA player.
The LA Clippers introduced 
their six new additions Monday, 
and Thornwell was presented 
a jersey a long with Pat r ick 
Beverley, Montrezl Harrell, Sam 
Dekker, Lou Williams and fellow 
rookie Jawun Evans. Thornwell’s 
jersey donned the number zero, 
the same number that will soon 
be hanging in the Colonial Life 
Arena rafters.
“It was good to get the feel of 
the NBA game and the spacing 
and learning how to guard on a 
different level,” said Thornwell, 
the No. 48 selection in June’s 
draft. “It was a good experience 
for me to get that first taste of 
the NBA and getting the jitters 
out.”
T h o r n w e l l  d i d n’t  s e e m 
bot hered  by  t he  j it ter s  i n 
Vegas, racking up 14.3 points, 
3.5 rebounds, 1.3 assists and 1.8 
steals per game, while averaging 
26.8 minutes over four games.
The Lancaster nat ive has 
started to make a name for 
himself on the Gold Coast, and 
Clippers coaches, executives and 
fans have taken notice.
His defense against 2016 No. 
2 pick Brandon Ingram earned 
him the nickname “pitbull” 
from summer league coach Sam 
Cassell, and the team’s executive 
v ice president of basketbal l 
operations has been impressed 
as well.
“He’s extremely competitive,” 
Lawrence Frank said. “He’s one 
of those guys that has a very high 
basketball IQ and just finds a 
way. He led South Carolina to 
their first ever Final Four, and 
when Doc Rivers and I spoke 
about what we wanted to get, we 
wanted a winning players.”
Nya Green / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Will Muschamp was all smiles when talking about his offense Thursday, but didn’t focus much on defense.












Nya Green / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jake Bentley got a little help from Ray Tanner while 
earning his starting job in practice.
Thornwell introduced with Clippers
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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A f ter an 8-5 season 
t h a t  f r u s t r a t e d  t h e 
Athens faithful, Georgia 
was projected to be the 
2017 SEC East division 
champion, earning the 
right to be the sacrificial 
l a mb  t o  A l ab a m a  i n 
December. 
D e s p i t e  b e i n g  a 
young team this season 
a nd hav i ng produced 
stinkers in home losses to 
Vanderbilt and Georgia 
Tech la st  season,  t he 
Bulldogs are the media’s 
pick for the best team in 
the East. 
What does that mean 
for everyone else?
The Florida Gators, 
who have represented 
the division in the title 
game each of the last two 
seasons, were predicted to 
fi nish second, behind their 
border rivals. The Gators 
lost plenty of defensive 
talent to the NFL Draft, 
as usual, but the stellar 
unit shouldn’t take much 
of a step back this season 
thanks to strong recruiting 
classes.
Flor ida has it s  ow n 
fl aws, though, particularly 
on t he of fens ive  s ide 
of the bal l, which has 
plagued the team since 
Tim Tebow and Urban 
Meyer left Gainesville. At 
quarterback, the Gators 
will either turn to a true 
freshman in Feleipe Franks 
or Kyle Trask, or Notre 
Dame graduate transfer 
Malik Zaire. While there 
i s  plent y of  potent ia l 
with all options, Florida’s 
offense is far from a sure 
thing, yet again. 
T e n n e s s e e  w a s 
projected to finish third 
i n  t he  d i v i s ion ,  j u s t 
above the Gamecocks, 
de s p i t e  s ig n i f i c a nt l y 
underachieving in 2016, 
f i n i sh i ng  w it h  a  4 - 4 
conference record after 
being projected as the 
division winner. The Vols 
earned last year’s projection 
with a loaded offensive 
backfi eld featuring Joshua 
Dobbs, Jalen Hurd and 
A lv in Kamara, but a l l 
those players are gone now. 
Additionally, Tennessee 
has a new offensive play-
caller, and Butch Jones’ 
seat has never been hotter. 
I n a  weak d iv i s ion, 
Tennessee fi gures to be in 
the thick of things come 
November, but there’s not 
nearly as much upside as 
there was this time last 
year.
Before we get to South 
C a r o l i n a ,  i g n o r i n g 
the expected also-rans 
(Vanderbilt and Missouri), 
we have to ta lk about 
Kentucky. The Wildcats, 
who have defeated the 
G a me c o c k s  i n  t h re e 
straight meetings, bring 
a strong backfield to the 
table with quarterback 
Stephen Joh nson a nd 
running back Benny Snell 
Jr., who had some success 
against USC last season in 
a 13-10 Kentucky win.
The Wildcats return 
18 starters from last year’s 
team,  wh ich f in i shed 
fourth in the division, and 
they placed three defensive 
s t a n d o u t s  o n t o  t h e 
Preseason All-SEC team. 
Kentucky gets Florida, 
Tennessee and Ole Miss 
at home this season, and 
if no one emerges from 
the group at the top, the 
Wildcats could become the 
division’s dark horse. 
So what does all of that 
mean for South Carolina? 
The Gamecocks have 
been a trendy dark horse 
pick as well, thanks to 
plenty of offensive skill 
talent. As was the case last 
season, USC gets into the 
meat of its schedule pretty 
quickly, opening with a 
talented ACC opponent in 
NC State before hitting the 
road to take on Missouri to 
open conference play. 
L u c k i l y  f o r  t h e 
Gamecocks, matchups 
with Florida, Tennessee, 
Texas A&M and Georgia 
don’t come until October 
and November, though 
three of those four are 
on the road. The later 
date s  a l low t i me  for 
Will Muschamp’s team 
to grow on both sides of 
the ball, working out the 
kinks at the offensive line, 
l inebacker and special 
teams spots. 
Surprising though it 
may seem, South Carolina 
may have the division’s 
most explosive offense, 
and Muschamp has never 
been one to field a poor 
defense. The Gamecocks 
are starting to get more 
and more buzz as potential 
sleepers, including from 
CBS Sports’ Barrett Sallee, 
who said he “wouldn’t be 
totally f loored if South 
C a r o l i n a  m ade  i t  t o 
Atlanta.”
And why should he be? 
I n  a  d i v i s ion  w i t h 
no clear favor ite ,  t he 
Gamecocks’  of fensive 
fi repower could push them 
over the top.
Jake Bent ley,  w ide 
receiver Deebo Samuel 
and tight end Hayden 
Hurst said last week 
could win any shootout 
the Gamecocks get 
into. Ten returning 
s t a r t e r s  a n d  a n 
abundance of weapons 
is plenty of reason for 
opt imism, but let ’s 
wait before putting the 
Gamecocks’ offense 
into the elite category.
Bentley’s emergence 
was the spark the 2016 
offense needed, as the 
team averaged over 
26.5 points per game 
in his seven starts, 
compared to 14 per 
game in the season’s 
f irst six games. The 
talent and potential 
in the sophomore is 
obvious, but fans must 
remember Bent ley 
has made just seven 
collegiate starts — and 
that this should be his 
fi rst season in a college 
football uniform.
The biggest concern 
on the offensive side, 
t hough ,  comes  up 
front. The offensive 
line’s projected starters 
now have a combined 
career 96 starts, which 
is far more experience 
than last year’s group 
brought to the table. 
It’s important to have 
returning starters, but 
when those starters 
return from a group 
that ranked dead last 
in the SEC in sacks 
allowed, there’s reason 
for concern. 
W i t h  n e w 
offensive line coach 
E r i c  Wo l f o r d  i n 
the fold, the unit is 
expected to improve 
in 2017, and having 
consistenc y at  t he 
quarterback position 
can’t hurt either. On 
the defensive side, the 
quest ion marks are 
larger.
Skai Moore returns, 
which will be a major 
boost in the middle, 
but South Carolina will 
miss T.J. Holloman 
and Jonathan Walton, 
as well as the pass rush 
from Darius English. 
The secondary got 
torched by Clemson 
and USF in the final 
two games of 2016, and 
the low sack totals have 
been cause for concern 
since the start of the 
2014 season.
Still, the optimists 
can turn to the return 
of  Moore  a nd t he 
coac h i ng  prowe s s 
of  Mu scha mp a nd 
defensive coordinator 
Travaris Robinson as 
reason for an improved 
defense. Others can 
point to the fact that 
Moore is one of two 
scholarship linebackers 
with significant game 
experience, and that 
T.J .  Br u n son  w i l l 
have to step into a 
major role, which will 
create bigger issues if 
there’s an injury at the 
position.
Depth issues aside, 
t he  n a r r at i ve  h a s 
evolved, portraying the 
2016 South Carolina 
defense poorly, which 
isn’t necessarily true. 
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
allowed 26.5 points 
per game last season, 
ranking them 51st in 
the nation, well inside 
the top half.
Not great, but not 
bad either. 
T he  G a mecock s 
were even better with 
their backs up against 
the wal l.  Thir teen 
times South Carolina 
forced an opponent 
to leave the red zone 
empty-handed, and 
their percentage of 
stops ranked 16th in 
the nation, and fifth 
in the SEC. There 
was a bit of turnover 
luck involved, but the 
Gamecocks still came 
up with stops when 
they needed them.
T here  a re  a  lo t 
o f  q u e s t i o n s  l e f t 
unanswered, and even 
though South Carolina 
starts fall camp on July 
31, it’ll be difficult to 
truly know what to 
expect from this team 
until they take the fi eld 
in Charlotte Sept. 2.
“ I  s a w  a  g u y  t h a t  m a d e 
tremendous strides from August to 
October, and that’s why we decided 
to g ive h im an opport unit y,” 
Muschamp said. 
T he  pr ac t ice s  he lped ,  but 
Muschamp had to get some advice 
from a coaching mentor: athletics 
director Ray Tanner.
““I’l l  be honest with you, I 
called Coach Tanner,” Muschamp 
said. “He’s a coach. I said, ‘Am I 
wrong to think we need to play a 
high school senior?’ And he said, 
‘Absolutely not. I’m not telling you 
what to do, but if your gut tells you 
do it, do it.’ ”
Muschamp did it, and the rest 
was history, as Bentley led the 
Gamecocks to bowl game while 
providing a major spark offensively. 
But it makes you wonder what 
could’ve happened if not for the 
Sunday night practices, and the 
advice of Ray Tanner.
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
Column: Weak SEC East provides 
excitement, opportunity for USC
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Love where you stay! 
Experience life the Redtail way!
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must 
not  exceed 300 words. 
Students must include their 
full name, major and year. 
Faculty and staff must include 
their full name, position and 
department.  Community 
members must include their 
full name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements of 
fact must include at least one 
source; if we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, your letter 
will not be published until the 
writer implements necessary 
c h a n g e s  o r  p r o v i d e s 
reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are 









T he  N R A  i s  no t  a n 
organization I’m fond of. 
They are the antithesis of 
much of what I stand for. 
Yet, I own firearms. Isn’t 
the stereotypical gun owner 
a rabid supporter of the 
NRA? I’m sure you’ve seen 
it, especially here in the 
South. The shirts, the hats 
and, of course, the bumper 
st ickers. “Don’t tread on 
me” pa rapher na l ia  a nd 
pickup truck gun racks. In 
many people’s minds, a gun 
owner is a conservative who 
spits NRA slogans like Bible 
verses on a Sunday.
Despite this, many gun 
owners, myself included, 
break from the stereotype 
and vehemently disagree 
w i t h  t h e  N R A  o n  a 
number of points. Perhaps 
it’s because I’m a liberal. 
Perh ap s  i t ’s  b e c au se  I 
suppor t  com mon-sense 
gun regulation. Perhaps it’s 
because I break the mold 
of what a g un owner is 
supposed to be.
My disagreements with 
the NRA are twofold, in 
both actions and ideology. 
They, as an organization, 
claim to be supporters of 
universal and equal gun 
access. They claim to be 
supporters of the common 
gun owner. They claim to be 
the organization that shapes 
and def ines gun culture. 
On a l l  of  t hese point s , 
they fail to live up to the 
rhetoric. In truth, the NRA 
is nothing but a hypocritical 
sham, tak ing advantage 
of American divisiveness 
around gun ownership for 
their own ends.
The NRA is obviously a 
strong supporter of Second 
Amendment rights, there’s 
no doubting that. However, 
the NRA seems to take a 
step back from their position 
of equal gun access when 
faced with actual challenges 
to it. 
Take, for example, the 
“near silence” of the NRA on 
the offi cer involved shooting 
of Philando Castile. Castile, 
a legal gun owner with a 
concealed carry permit, was 
shot during a traffi c stop last 
July after the offi cer claimed 
Castile was reaching for his 
gun. Eyewitness testimony, 
as well as video and audio 
evidence from the police 
cruiser, seems to indicate 
instead that Castile, after 
informing the of f icer of 
his lawful possession of a 
f i rearm, was shot a f ter 
at tempt i ng  to  produce 
h is wal let .  The of f icer, 
though acquit ted, faced 
serious criticism as “police 
r e c o r d i n g s  a n d  c o u r t 
records confirmed initial 
reports that Cast i le had 
tried to defuse the situation, 
assuring the off icer that 
he wasn’t reaching for his 
weapon.” Fur t hermore, 
Castile followed the correct 
procedure in informing the 
offi cer of the legal presence 
of the fi rearm. Yet, the NRA 
stays silent on the matter.
The N R A’s stance is , 
honestly, unsurprising. For 
years, they have pushed 
the narrative that America 
is  becoming constant ly 
more dangerous and crime-
ridden despite the opposite 
being true. As part of this 
push, the NRA has been 
attempting to draw more 
support for police officers 
from an organization that 
fi nds itself at odds with law 
enforcement over the topic 
of permit-less carry. This 
push ran up against a wall 
with the Castile case. Castile 
lawfully informed the police 
offi cer of his legal possession 
of a concealed weapon and 
was shot by a jumpy offi cer 
for it. At the end of the day, 
it appears that support for 
law enforcement trumped 
t he N R A’s  pos it ion on 
equal and constitutionally 
protected gun access that it 
loves to throw about after 
other shootings.
The N R A a lso seems 
to forget that liberals and 
moderates own g uns as 
well. A poll from the Pew 
Research Center found that 
36 percent of moderates 
and 23 percent of liberals 
own fi rearms. Yet, an NRA 
ad campaign, “Freedom’s 
Safest Place,” makes it seem 
as though all gun owners 
wear MAGA hats and hate 
a ny t h i ng re sembl i ng  a 
protest.
G u n  o w n e r s h i p  i n 
A m e r i c a  i s  f a r  m o r e 
complicated than simple 
ideological lines, but the 
NRA continues to push a 
narrative of how all liberals 
hate guns and want to take 
them away from you. This 
confl ict is especially evident 
for al l of us l iberal gun 
owners out there. Many of us 
grew up around guns — to 
us, it’s a part of our culture. 
Yet, this culture seems to 
have been co-opted by the 
conservatives over at the 
NRA. Instead of pushing 
a message of inclusion, of 
working together to preserve 
gun rights, the NRA just 
reinforces the stereotype of 
gun ownership as a staple 
of conservat ism. To the 
NRA, liberals who support 
the Second A mendment 
m ight  a s  wel l  be  non-
ex istent. We l iberals, in 
their minds, simply exist to 
limit their freedom, rather 
than holding the potential 
to be partners in protecting 
it. With liberal gun owners 
essentially cut out of the 
conversation, there is no 
longer a moderating force 
within the NRA pushing for 
common-sense gun control 
that even opponents can 
agree on.
This  t y pe of  d iv is ive 
rhetoric helps no one but 
t he N R A. Or,  perhaps, 
gun manufacturers. Gun 
manufacturers have much to 
gain from the NRA’s current 
t ac t ic s ,  ex ploit ing fea r 
mongering to sell weapons. 
Take, for example, the sale 
of guns during the Obama 
administration. Gun sales 
increased rapidly during 
the Obama administration, 
with some referring to him 
as the “best gun salesman 
in America.” Obama was 
clearly not the most gun-
friendly president (especially 
by the standards of the 
NR A), so why did sa les 
increase?
Fear. The NRA, along 
with other organizations, 
pushed a narrative that the 
US was going to hell in a 
hand basket and, to top it 
all off, Obama was gonna 
take (or ban) your guns. 
People took the bait and gun 
manufactures made a huge 
profi t. These manufacturers, 
i n  t u r n ,  donated  la rge 
amounts of money to the 
N R A .  Sk ept ic a l ?  G u n 
sales rapidly dropped after 
Trump’s election, it’s hard to 
spin a Republican president 
banning or conf iscat ing 
guns.
The NR A doesn’t rely 
on fear alone. The NRA 
l o b b y i n g  a r m ,  N R A -
ILA, f ight s for massive 
deregulation of fi rearms on 
both the state and federal 
levels. Many have criticized 
the efforts of this group as 
good for gun manufacturers, 
while neglecting the views 
of the average gun owner, 
who may be in favor of 
some regulation. By either 
approach, the NRA seems to 
be more interesting in gun 
sales than the wants of the 
average gun owner.
The N R A does  l it t le 
for  me.  It  neglec t s  my 
posit ions on issues as a 
liberal gun owner. It hypes 
up non-existent problems 
to sell guns. It fails to stand 
by its rhetoric of equality. 
It  i r reversibly damages 
America’s overall dialog on 
guns and gun violence in 
this country.
The NRA doesn’t stand 
for me, so I refuse to stand 
for it.
The f i r st  ar t icle I  ever 
wrote for this paper was about 
t he necess it y  of  vacc ines 
and the problems with the 
anti-vaccination movement. 
Sadly, although it has been 
t wo years since then, it ’s 
st i l l  necessar y to address 
the subject now and again, 
since the number of parents 
refusing to vaccinate their 
kids in this country is rising. 
Addit ionally, more parents 
who actually are vaccinating 
are turning to “alternative 
scheduling,” a practice that 
spreads out vaccination over a 
longer period of time than the 
traditional schedule does in 
an attempt to avoid “chemical 
overload.”
I’m not going to argue about 
whether vaccines cause autism. 
They don’t. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics released 
a 21-page list of the various 
studies that have found, over 
and over again, that there is no 
connection between vaccines 
and autism — to informed 
people, that argument is over.
I ’m not going to arg ue 
about whether and how you 
should vaccinate your kids. 
You should, both so they won’t 
get sick and so other people’s 
k ids won’t get sick. That’s 
what vaccines are intended 
to do, and they have largely 
been successful, preventing 
m i l l ions  of  d i sea se s  a nd 
possible deaths and eradicating 
or all but eradicating diseases 
like smallpox, polio, measles 
and whooping cough. And you 
should do it on the traditional 
schedule, so that disease can’t 
take advantage of the gaps 
in your child’s vaccinat ion 
schedule. On this subject, I’m 
taking doctors’ words for it, 
because I figure they almost 
always know better than I do 
on medical subjects.
I nstead,  let ’s  d i sc us s  a 
solution.
First we need to address 
the question of why parents 
aren’t vaccinating their kids. 
The answer used to be that 
long-debunked autism myth, 
but last year a study found 
that 73 percent of parents who 
refused or delayed vaccination 
did so because they think that 
vaccines are “unnecessary.”
I think that that attitude 
can largely be attributed to 
the good vaccines have done. 
We’re just not scared anymore. 
Parents aren’t worried that 
their kid is going to get polio 
and lose their ability to walk 
because it hasn’t happened to 
anyone they know. Diseases 
that children used to get and 
die of in the bad old days have 
largely been kicked into line by 
rigorous vaccination practices 
in countries like America, and 
people growing into the age 
where they’re ready to have 
kids and make bad decisions 
about their health have just 
never exper ienced what a 
world where fewer people are 
vaccinated looks like. Having 
a child die these days is a rare 
tragedy, where 100 years ago 
nearly 1 child of every 10 
would die before their fourth 
birthday.
Vaccines are tremendously 
valuable to our national health 
and our overal l feel ing of 
security — they’re so good at 
what they do that we’ve started 
taking them for granted. But 
A mer icans are incred ibly 
fortunate to have the access to 
them that we do. One in every 
10 children worldwide isn’t so 
lucky as to be able to just throw 
away this protection — they 
live in war zones and in areas 
undergoing humanitar ian 
crises and would probably love 
to be safe from diseases that 
people living here don’t even 
have to think about.
Anti-vaxxers in the U.S. 
are acting up, trying to block 
legislation that would provide 
vaccination information to 
parents, require vaccination 
or even a l low doctors  to 
vaccinate children who have 
not yet been adopted. And 
we’re not alone — France, 
where 41 percent of people 
believe vaccines are unsafe, 
is having a similar problem 
with declining vaccinat ion 
rates. Their solution is one we 
should examine.
They’re requiring vaccines. 
(Already I’ve lost any hardcore 
libertarians.)
The U.S. requires vaccines 
too, of course — but many 
states provide exemptions for 
personal beliefs, and ant i-
vaxxers are taking advantage 
of those exemptions. As much 
as I know how many people 
hate the government requiring 
them to do anything, in this 
case, a stricter requirement — 
one that eliminates personal 
b e l ie f  e xempt ion s  wh i le 
keeping medical exemptions 
— is necessary to prevent us 
from returning to the days of 
not being sure your kid would 
live to be 5.
As much as we may hate the 
government restricting any 
freedom, we all accept some 
reasonable limitations because 
we have to keep trucking along 
as a civilized society — the 
vast majority of us understand 
that stop signs and seat belt 
laws keep us safe on the road, 
even if they do require us to do 
something we might not want 
to do.
We’ve  a l ready  s topped 
letting people decide that it’s 
okay if their baby gets thrown 
through the windshield in the 
event of a crash. It seems like a 
no-brainer to stop letting them 
decide they’re okay with their 












NRA leaves many liberal 
gun owners behind
“To the NRA, 
liberals who 
support the Second 
Amendment 
might as well be 
non-existent.”
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ACROSS
1 Lower in price
5 Try
10 Nutmeg spice
14 Actor La Salle
15 Crams, with “up”
16 Sea of __: Black 
Sea arm
17 Innate talent
20 “Wicked Game” 
singer Chris








35 “I Put a Spell 
















49 Hardly any time 
at all
56 Legendary Rhine 
siren
59 Cruller coating
60 With “The,” 
Tchaikovsky 
work that ends 
with “Waltz of the 
Flowers”
63 Physics particle












3 Occupy, as a desk








10 Damon of “We 
Bought a Zoo”








24 __ light: filming 
tool
27 Roll along the 
runway
28 Qatari ruler
29 Far from polite






36 Storm direction: 
Abbr.
opponent
40 Swiss army knife 
tool
41 Copyright pg. ID
46 Comfort in grief
48 Flan ingredients













58 Law gp. that now 
only uses horses 
for ceremonial 
events
60 Go out for a bit?
61 Ode  
preposition
62 “Toy Story” 
dinosaur
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Tune in to 90.5 FM 
or check us out at 
www.wusc.sc.edu
Aries
Concent rate on your 
m e s s a g e  t h r o u g h 
t o m o r r o w.  Wr i t i n g 
projec t s  t h r ive  w it h 
disciplined efforts. Stick 
to solid ground. Avoid 
f a nt a st ica l  i l lu s ions . 
Follow rules and basic 
structures.
Taurus
Cash fl ow increases over 
the next few days. Pay bills 
and handle obligations 
b e f or e  s p e nd i n g  on 
t r e a t s .  D i s c i p l i n e d 
communications lead to 
profi table connections. 
Gemini 
Assertiveness works in 
your favor today and 
tomorrow. Experienced 
connections can teach 
you the rules of the game. 
Study a personal passion. 
Cancer 
Slow down and consider 
opt ions.  Fin ish your 
work in private today and 
tomorrow. Determine the 
results you’re after and 
come up with a persuasive 
pitch. 
Leo 
Team coordination pays 
of f over the next few 
days. Good news comes 
t hrough net work ing. 
Share information and 
resources. Ask for what 
you need. 
Virgo 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
opportunit ies arise in 
conversation with your 
network. Forge ahead 
a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e 
possibilities. Get expert 
support for the tricky 
stuff. Obsess over details. 
Libra 
N e w s  a f f e c t s  y o u r 
decisions over the next 
f ew day s ,  e spec ia l l y 
r e g a r d i n g  t r a v e l  o r 
s t u d i e s .  P l a n  y o u r 
route .  You r  w it  a nd 
cleverness attract new 
opportunities. 
Scorpio  
Work together with your 
partner to keep accounts 
current over the next few 
days. Discuss financial 
priorities and align on a 
course of action. 
Sagittarius
C omprom i se  come s 
easier  over t he nex t 
few days. Coordinated 
ef for t s  get t hrough. 
Be receptive. Listen to 
your elders. Make future 
plans together. 
Capricorn 
O v e r  t he  ne x t  t wo 
days ,  get your ideas 
i nto  mot ion .  Sh a re 
t hem f a r  a nd  w ide . 
Communicat ions pay 
of f.  Talk about your 
work and health. 
Aquarius 
Have fun with family 
and f r iends t hrough 
t o m o r r o w .  S h a r e 
resources and chores. 
Relax and entertain each 
other. Learn from the 
ones you love. 
Pisces 
Discuss what could be 
possible for your home 
with family today and 
t o m o r r o w .  I n v e s t 
i n  ef f ic ienc y.  Sha re 
ideas  and solut ions . 
I mplement  t he  be s t 
ones. 
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BRAND NEW CAMPUS SHUTTLE 
HALF A MILE TO CAMPUS 
FULLY LOADED KITCHENS
UPGRADED V.I.PSUITES
BARK PARK (PET FRIENDLY)
CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
(803) 828 - 0247
$2.7 MILLION IN UPGRADES
